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if he continue contumacious he be treated for the future
as a heathen, in which it is of course implied that at the
beginning he had been a Christian, So much then being
certain, it is natural to conclude that the other text which
gives a different direction refers to injuries received from
heathens. Let us examine whether this conjecture is con-
firmed by the expressions used in the passage itself.
That passage (Matt. v. 38-48) divides itself into two
parts—one which tells us what feelings we ought to enter-
tain towards those who injure us, the other which tells us
what we ought to do to them.   Now in the first part* there
is nothing which, after what lias been said above, requires
any explanation.    It forbids us to hate the injurer.    It
directs us to continue well-disposed to him and to follow
the example of Almighty God, who does not at once in-
terdict the sinner aqua et igni and leave him to perish, but
continues to him and to the land he tills the blessings of
sunlight and rain.    As a matter of course, Christianity
must speak in this strain.    The Christian is a man not
indifferent to his fellow-men, but regarding them as such
with an enthusiastic kindliness.    If he were indifferent to
them originally, his feelings towards each individual would
be determined entirely by the behaviour of the individual
to him.  He would love those who benefited him and hate
those who did him hurt.    But as he starts from love, it is
not to be supposed that injury would excite hatred in him.
It might indeed diminish his love, but Christ expresses the
intense and ideal character of the love he enjoins and in-
spires by declaring that it must not have even this effect
But because we are not to hate an enemy, it &>cs not
* Which, however, stands second in St. Matthew (v. 43-48).

